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Premi Nonino, 4 vincitori
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Nonino Prizes, 4 winners
Appeal to peace and truth

Peace and truth
The appeal at the Nonino Prize

2025 edition to writer Michael Kriiger and diplomat Dominigue de Villepin
Risit d’ Aur to Ben Little. Dancer Germaine Acogny “Master of our time”.

The Winners

Oscar D'Agostino

The German writer Michael Kriiger, the French diplomat Dominique de Villepin, the
Senegalese dancer Germaine Acogny, Ben Little and the Pignolo vine variety are the winners of
the Nonino Prize, which this year reaches its 50* edition and is dedicated to the memory of
Benito Nonino, who passed away in 2024. The decision was made by the jury chaired by Antonio
Damasio, and composed of Adonis, Suad Amiry, John Banville, Luca Cendali, Mauro Ceruti,
Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf, Claudio Magris, Norman Manea and Edgar Morin.

The appointment with the award ceremony and celebrations will be held at the Nonino
distillery in Ronchi di Percoto on Saturday 25® January at 11:00 am and will be broadcast in live
streaming on grappanonino.it starting at 12.15 pm.

In the afternoon the event open to the public: at 6:30 pm, in collaboration with the
Municipality of Udine, in the Parliament Hall of the Castle of Udine the “Dialogues of the
Nonino Prize” will be held, free admission until all seats are taken.

This year too, the choice of the jury fell on great figures that place the great themes of our
times at the centre of their activity (whether writing, diplomacy or dance): truth, the end of wars
and the protection of our planet. The German writer Michael Kriger will receive the
International Prize 2025 from Claudio Magris. A poet and novelist, he was born in 1943 in
Wittgendorf in Saxony-Anhalt, grew up in Berlin and lives in Munich. Kriiger has more than
forty books to his credit, ranging from poems, short stories, novels, literary criticism and
translations, including that of the poems of Cesare Pavese. “What does it mean being a writer? —
we read in the motivation — If we were not able to answer this radical question we could invent
Michael Kriiger, but even that would not be easy either, because Michael has always so many
things to say, things about life and History; reading what he writes we discover that they are also
our feelings and thoughts, but we need him to discover them in his articles, in his novels and
stories, in his poems to make them our own and discover that he is the one who brings them out
in us and that, after reading him, we have become a little more ourselves”.

Nonino Prize 2025 to Dominique de Villepin, famous diplomat and former French Prime
Minister (leader of the dissent against the USA and the war in Iraq), “a noble voice of high moral
value. Since the time of the historic speech at the UN Security Council in 2003, with his lucid and
courageous interventions on the events that mark our time, from Ukraine to Israel, to Gaza and
beyond, he makes clear, without violent polemics, the whole dramatic international situation. His
is a vibrant appeal not to resign oneself to the inevitability of war and the use of force; an appeal
to the duty of truth in the face of the terrible events unfolding in many places on the planet; an
appeal to the right and duty to know, and not to look the other way, and to find a diplomatic way
to resolve conflicts”. The philosopher Edgar Morin will deliver the prize.

The Nonino Prize ‘Master of our time’ 2025 Award will be awarded to Germaine Acogny, who
is considered the mother of contemporary African dance, “taking her art all over the world with
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performances and founding schools - we read in the motivation - But when Madame Acogny
dances on the shore or among forest trees, her body becomes prayer. The Persian mystic poet
Rumi wrote: whosoever knows the power of dance lives in God. Dance is divine joy and
Germaine Acogny is dance”. The prize will be delivered by Mauro Ceruti.

Finally, the Nonino Risit d'Aur Prize is awarded to Ben Little and the Pignolo vine variety.
“Irish by birth and Friulian by adoption, Ben falls in love with the ancient Friulian black vine
variety and devotes years of study and research to it, studies that he collects in the book “Pignolo
- Cultivating the Invisible”. In 2023 he founds the Association of Pignolo of Friuli Venezia Giulia
which, having more than 34 active members, is the largest association of winemakers in the
region, to unite the energies of winemakers, researchers and enthusiasts of the legendary Pignolo,
to promote it, enhance it and make it known”. In the fifty years since the foundation of the Prize,
the Nonino Risit d'Aur wants to draw attention to the reasons for its birth, to the precious native
Friulian vines that in the 1970s were on the verge of extinction because their name was not
included among the authorized vines of the region. The Risit d'Aur Prize will be delivered by
Giannola with Cristina, Antonella and Elisabetta Nonino.—

BENITO NONINO
FOUNDER OF THE DYNASTY OF FRIULIAN DISTILLERS

The Prize turns 50 and this year it has been dedicated to Benito Nonino who passed away in 2024



