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De Villepin «We must not align with the United States» 
The former French Prime Minister, who is also a writer, won the Nonino Prize 
 
By Francesco Mannoni 
 
«Culture and history are the foundations and concrete elements that help me to resist in a 
difficult world full of challenges where it is difficult to find a direction and maintain the necessary 
level of credibility». 
Dominique de Villepin speaks with the typical eloquence of a lawyer, but also of a writer, a poet, 
a diplomat and a politician who has lived through important phases of the life of France at the 
top of the institutions. And here is his identity card: «I was born in Rabat, Morocco in 1953, I 
have fought many battles in the name of my country as ambassador to Washington and New 
Delhi in India; I was chief of the staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1993-1995), chief of the 
staff of the President of the Republic and in 2002 Minister of Foreign Affairs and representative 
at the European Convention on the future of Europe. In my role as head of foreign policy, I am 
the leader of the dissent against the USA and the war in Iraq, however I do not spare criticism of 
American politics and politicians». The Nonino Prize, which this year celebrates its fiftieth 
anniversary, chose him not only for his political stature, but also for being a fine intellectual and 
author of several essays and poetry collections. 

Do you feel more like a poet, a writer or a politician? 
«A complex dilemma, which forces us to wonder what we are facing in relation to the culture 

that is the identity of Europe. We must take lessons from history. Let us think about the great 
challenges and tragedies that Europe has faced, such as revolutions, world wars, the Shoah: 
lessons that should prevent us from repeating the same mistakes. History also gives due 
importance to what I consider very important elements: respect, dialogue, diversity, the value of 
the rule of law. We must be faithful to our multilateralism and be tolerant. If we do not keep alive 
the identity of Europe and our values, we will be swallowed up by the other great powers and risk 
to disappear». 

Which path do you advise following? 
«If we are not able to return to the great masters and the great creative minds of Europe 

starting with Dante, to strengthen the conscience and to believe in the humanity that they taught 
us, we will not be able to emerge from a world that today is actually based on power, force and 
chaos. But the 20th and 21st centuries have taught us that force without a political vision goes 
nowhere. We were not able to win the war in Afghanistan, in Iraq or even to pull Libya out of 
chaos. Force without a goal and a political solution will not lead to the resolution of problems». 

What makes you so discouraged? 
«Understanding that we are facing an emergency, a great challenge whose outcome could be 

the risk that Europe might disappear. We must not align with the United States, which is now 
completely changing the course of its intentions. With Trump and the technologists who are close 
to him, we see that America is completely changing direction. At this moment they are going 
towards an illiberal democracy instead of the liberal one that we have always advocated; they are 
going towards the economic protectionism rather than economic liberalism». 

What should we do as Europeans? 
«Aligning with them would mean making Europe a digital colony at this time when technology 

is so important. The battle in the future will be technological and the United States needs 
Europe, its data and its markets. We do not have the technological tools to deal with and defend 
ourselves from this subjugation. Europe's strategic data end up in the United States and become 
their property. A challenge of security and prosperity is imminent».  
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But has America always given guarantees of stability to Europe? 
«If you think that we live better with the guarantees of the United States, let's think about 

what Trump says, when he says that he will impose conditions on these guarantees. And if there 
are conditions, they are no longer guarantees. We must prevent European countries like 
Germany, France and Italy from making agreements only for their own products. If we go ahead 
divided, we will be swallowed up by the United States and we will no longer be able to defend 
our generations because they will erase the European identity». 

Who can really oppose? 
«To fight this danger I do not count on governments that are inclined to submit, but on 

people, citizens and young people. To let Europe get on the right track, show its capabilities (it 
has many), to continue to believe in its values and be independent and not assimilated to other 
powers and their cultures, we must resist and put up barricades if necessary». 

Is the Pope right when he continually speaks of a third world war fought piecemeal? 
«We run a strong risk of escalation in Ukraine and the Middle East, and the war threatens to 

spread to Lebanon and Iran. The risk is heavy, and so is the contrast that could arise between the 
United States and China, which has its sights set on the line and is waiting for the right moment 
to snatch its prey like a hawk. The idea of one who wins and another who loses is the passport to 
war. Protectionism, force and sanctions only lead to greatest confrontations. Europe should 
propose political and imaginative solutions, it should have the capacity to unite, to reform the 
institutions that today have proven to be weak and inefficient». 

To get to what? 
«We see that Trump is getting out of international agreements and going down another way. 

We should not fight for individual power, but for stability and security by joining forces and not 
indiscriminately, each on his own. We need to focus on a balancing force against protectionism, 
technological dominance and the use of force that the United States is doing. The 27 countries of 
the European Union and Great Britain must have the tools for their sovereignty from an 
economic and military point of view and create it also from a geopolitical and petrological point 
of view. We must try to unite all the countries of the world and not enter into the chaos of the 
logic of force. We should not follow Trump's unilateralism but pursue the multilateralism that is 
characteristic of Europe. Europe must prevent the component countries from operating 
individually. Going on their own, everyone loses. Europe must keep control of its own values and 
models, otherwise we would be subjugated to the United States and other global countries and it 
would be vassalage». 

Among the presidents of the triad, Trump, Putin and Xi Jinping, who is the most dangerous 
who Europe should beware of without being distracted? 

«Each of the leaders of the triad has his own interests and knows how to defend them. So, in a 
certain sense, both militarily and economically, they are all dangerous. Putin is in line with the 
autocratic and Tsarist-Soviet tradition. He himself comes from History and represents the leaders 
that Russia first and the Soviet Union later had. He wants to impose his influence and be 
recognized as a super power. The same can be said for China which tends to create its own zone 
of influence and control its own geographical area. And even Trump when he talks about 
changing the name of the Gulf of Mexico, extending his influence to Greenland and Canada and 
taking back the Panama Canal is acting in the same way». 

What can Europe do?  
«As Europe we must understand that there is a strong temptation to return to the empire and 

authoritarian and autocratic regimes. Europe must face a challenge for its survival and to win it, it 
must be able to be a balancing force between these giant countries. It must demonstrate that 
there is another way than that of force to create its own individual zones of influence. European 
states must count on the pride of the people to counter the forces that want to subjugate them by 
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looking at those who do not want to align and feel open to the world by valuing dialogue and 
cooperation. The global south (Africa, South America and the Middle East) is strategic for us and 
like us it does not want to be passive in the face of these new empires. Europe should lead them, 
also hoping that the war in Ukraine can end with dignity». 
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Trump is moving towards an illiberal democracy rather than a liberal one. European values are 
tolerance and dialogue. If we are not able to return to the great masters and the great creative 
minds of Europe starting with Dante, to strengthen the conscience and believe in the humanity 
that they taught us, we will not be able to get out of a world that today is actually based on 
power, force and chaos. 


